Something of the kind was no doubt associated with other religious houses prior to the Reformation, but although a poorlaw had existed from the time of Queen Elizabeth, its aim was rather to protect from starvation than to administer to physical ailments. When, in the early part of the last century, public attention was forcibly drawn to the great want, the originators never for a moment supposed that they were interfering with the province of the legislature. On the contrary, they were imbued with the impulse that the duty of succouring the sick and wounded was their prerogative, living and dying in the hope that posterity would maintain and develop those foundations which they had so generously inaugurated. 
